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to the 3 week–1 week system, and so it soon lapsed as they reverted to 
the usual Tuesday-to-Thursday work pattern. Many electorally vulnerable 
lawmakers wanted to be in their states to campaign for reelection.

Figure 6.1 depicts the concentration of Senate floor activity in the Tuesday-
to-Thursday period during the 102nd Congress (1991–1992) and contrasts 
the Senate pattern with that of the House. This several-decades-old pattern 
remains typical of senatorial activity today. As a recent account noted, “Most 
weeks the chamber works late on Thursday nights so members can catch 
[Friday] morning flights back home.”7 Senator Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn., 
offered a less charitable view. “The Senate has become a Tuesday–Thursday 
club run by one Senator and orchestrated by the White House,” he lamented.8

The subject of scheduling improvements comes up perennially, such 
as suggestions to reinstate the aforementioned 3 week–1 week plan. The 
fundamental goal of these proposals is to strive to ensure certainty and 
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Figure 6.1  �Distribution of Senate and House Votes, 102nd Congress, by Day 
of Week

Source: Background Materials: Supplemental Information Provided to Members of the 
Joint Committee on the Organization of Congress, 103d Congress, 1st sess., 1993, 1092. 


